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’25 rebate 
| CERMAN REPORT ON ALLEGED CERMAN AND ALLIED 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SWISS ART 6 


; Durinz the fourth wook in September 194¢_f£5shar, Gernan 
Minister i: Bern, is said to have stated that in his opirion 

the report av the suppusrtdly relinble agente which had been 
communicate. to i:9 Navy High Command and eccording to which 
British ond American il gioheg tea ΕἾΥΘΕ had corferred with General 
Guisans: somerning the right of way through Switzerland was ᾿ 
ποῖ corr-ct. fo begin with, a successful landing in Rorthern 
Ttaly cr on the Mediterranean coast betwen Sun Remo and Spezia 
Would Cuuse tha eceny to cross the Saint Bernard and the Sirplon 
Pusses instuad of atteapting an iivesion via the mountain pesses 
of the 8+, Gottherdt, Maloja and Bernina, which Kocher included 
waony the éastern Swiss mountain pogses. Only the Cotthardt and 
the Sinplon nad utficient railroads. Ths line croceing the 
Beraim pesi mé a single gause tourist railroad and was merely 
the connect irs link Ortweon the Veltlins and the Engadine. 

* Sor resaons which Kooher had reveatedly expounded he did 
not believs that Switcorland would put up merely ἃ sham fight 
against Sritish and American invaders. Switzerland's noutrality 
policy, which was axicaatic with the Swiss, did ust permit 
such dishonest procedmwe. The large majority of the Swiss people 
wore ataro of the fact that a surrender of their neutrality aftor 
8 Bhen fight would mean the end of their existence as an indo~ 
pondent ration, pegernr eee oY who was victor among the Allies. 


9828 


2006 


δ᾽ In Kooher’a opinion it was not Sexrect to imply that according 
to Swiss opinion Germany 23 20 Longer: ‘strong enough to invade 
Switzerland us a preventive measure and to occupy her mountain 
passes. Despite temporary settasks the reapect for the continued . 
efficiency of ths Gorman Vehrmaoht ms still sc deep that the 7 
Swiss wore wol] awere of the eager pey of the political game 
with which they wore credite: vy this supposedly reliable agent 
of the Wehrmeocht High Coamand, Kooher supposed that the agent's 
report resulted indirectly fren a statement by the social 
denocratic Hational Councillor, Graber: to the effect that hs 
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pleased woud fresdaa οὗ Ὁ πολ GVor anu woOVe his oountry 's 
independence. Swiss public opinion ‘had branded thia~ ‘atatenent , ». 
soverely. The whole netion had protested against this ustera 0, 
which would entail Secs aad sotion for ‘the Teton Cow pe Lor. 
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‘Ganeral Guisan had convened ΑΔ). ‘higher. ve carrera a 
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. ΚΟΘῺΘΡ» had oalled on the Swiss Foreign Minister, Federal 
Councillor «ξάλουτσολας and had questioned him concerning 
rumored negotiations of British and American representatives 
with General. Guisan. The Federal Councillor had referred 


_ with great emphasis to the various official statements on Swiss 


noutrulity issued up to a few days previously. He had said 

that Gormany might rest assured that Switzerland would also 

fight an Allied invasion to the utmost and with weapon in hand. 

The Federal Councillor, who had become very excited, dropped 

the remark that the rumors mentioned by Kocher had resulted from 
discussions early in March of that year between General Guisan 

and SS-Brigad As a result the Gornans 

had assumed that similar discussions were being carried on with 

the opposition party. YWhen Kocher had preased the Federal 

Counsillor for information on the talks between Schellenberg 

and Guisen, he had avoided giving a clear answer. Therefore 

Kocher suggested that Brigadefuhror Schellenberg, be officially 
intorroyated, ocomserning his interriow with the Swiss Army Com- 

mand and that Kocher be informed of the results. Tho interview 

in question had been mentioned by the Swiss Foreign Minister . 9 
in the course of an official oonference with Xocher and it was ὁ | 
therefore of political significance, the mennin;, of which must 

be communicated to Kocher if he was 5.9 deal witi: the matter ‘in 

a responsible manner. 


Kicher sans ἘΠ his remarks with the stutement tht history 
mow of no broken political pledge on,the part cf Switzerland. 
Tha Swiss had always redeemed their pledges even if this involved 
then in a hopeless situation. In Kocher's opinion she would. atand 
by hor word even if the British and Anerioans should attack ‘her 
southarn Alpine front. 


Obergruppenfubror Dr. kaltenhauanes reported to Kocher as 
Sollows: © Pe ae | | 

nad communicated. the following: The Swiss Minister’ inthe 
United States, : Sruggmann, bad arrived in the Rational. “Assembly | 
a few days ago with a neasage from the President of the United . 
States..«.t#. “Roosevelt requested the Swias. Federal Counsil to. 
cake Swiss airdromes available for military astion against c 
the Germans. | 


The reaction of the Swiss Goverment was to officially - a = 
gaintuin an attitude of. nevitrali ty: “Parallel ‘with © this: order” ne: eee 
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‘by plane in Berlin.to tell 88 Oberfilhrer Schellenberg that the 
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ΚΑῚ tenbrumer added to this. report that on 22 Septenber 
a Swiss First Lieutenant under orders from ggppers, had arrived 


United States was bringing heavy pressure on Switserland and 
that the United States wanted Swiss airdromes. This had placed 
Goneral Guisan in a vory difficult position which he would 
counter by delaying maneuvers. Senner had emphasized the 
seriousness of the situation and would contact Schellenberg again 
within the next two weeks. 


-Xaltenbrunner stated that the Reich Pordsign Minister re- 8 
quested that the Germans make their standpoint olear without 
inquiring further into the matter. 
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